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that breathe and go upon the earth." l Even the heroes,
having tasted the glories of sudden wealth, of unchecked
power and unrestricted freedom, find that their ideal of
living as a pirate king turns to ashes when realized.2 As
always in Homer, it is difficult to know how much of this
undertone of melancholy that pervades the Iliad is the
Ionian poet's own, and how much of it was already present
in those metrical sagas, describing a pre-Dorian and pre-
lonian Greece, on which he must have drawn.
Craftsmanship, as we saw, has not declined ; and on
the strength of this it has been argued 3 that we ought not
to speak of a decline of civilization at all. The plundering,
it is pointed out, had impoverished only certain dominant
groups; the peasants, with an improved technology, were
probably better off in 1000 b.c. than in 1500. " Minoan
civilization did not fall, but changed imperceptibly into
another." But this is surely a sentimental judgment. What
we mean by a decline of civilization is simply that the highest
level of amenity and refinement of life known in the Aegean
world had gone far back towards the peasant level during
those centuries; that life was less secure; and that trade,
travel, and knowledge of foreign lands, have declined in
consequence. To argue that it was only a class civilization
that declined is irrelevant; all civilizations to this day have
been class-civilizations. The mere possibility of anything
else could not exist before the machine-age.
The loss of geographical knowledge is demonstrable,
Minoan sailors had explored both the Black Sea and the
West, exchanging commodities even with distant Sardinia
and the mouths of the Rhone.4 Homer speaks of " the
famous Jrgo",5 and gives a list of the allies of Troy from
the north coast of Asia Minor,8 not without circumstantial
details of their countries—the " wild mules ** of the Enetoi
(? jagatais, Przevalsky's horse) and the silver of Alybe
1	11 xvii, 445-6,
2	Cf.» e.g., Achilles* speech, II ix, esp. 406-0.
8 By Hogarth, in The Twilight of History (1026).
* Cf. Myres, Peet, and Ashby, in C.AJL, 1, p, 105, ii, pp. 507, 584.
6 Od. xii, 70.	« 1L ii, 851-808.

